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Policy-making  
in a hyperconnected era: 

Game over for modernity? 



Off-line 

On-line 

time 

Onlife 
Hyperconnectivity 
 

Once upon a time…. 

today 



1. Reality/Virtuality 

2. Human/Artefact/Nature 

3. Scarcity/Abundance 

4. Entities/Interactions 

What happens to us? 



Enlightenment Sustainability Hyperconnectivity 

XVIII century XX century 
X X I  c e n t 

u r y 

The sky is the limit The earth is the limit The self is the limit 



 The other as an object 

ARTEFACTS 

CONTROL 
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 The self as manipulative 



ATTENTION 

Equality 

Specificity (who) 

Reflectivity 

AGENTS 

 The other as a self 

Equal 

Unique 

Relational 

In need of each 
other to know 
who we are and 
experience 
freedom 

 The self as plural 

“HORIZONTAL"	
  OTHERNESS	
  



NATURE AGENTS ARTEFACTS 

VS VS 

HORIZONTAL VERTICAL CIRCULAR 

 The other  
 as an object 
 The self as  
 manipulative 

 The other as 
 a self 
 The self as 
 plural 

 The other  
 as environment 
 The self as 
 earth-bound 

Attention 
Who are you? 

Control 
What is it? 

Exploration/ 
Orientation 

Where am I? 



Being human?  

When?  But….  



ACTION 

FREEDOM 

WORK 

PROCESS/LABOR 

AGENTS ARTEFACTS 

PLURALITY 

Equality 

Specificity (who) 

Reflectivity 

FUNCTIONALITY 

Instrumentality 

Attribute (what) 

Predictability 

VS 

Distinction between agents and artefacts NOT 
about: 
 
•  "nature" of entities: man-made (artefacts) vs 

woman-made (humans). 
•  autonomy or not (what about a tree growing 

alone? "autonomous" beings can be either 
agents…or nature!)  

 



ACTION WORK 

AGENTS ARTEFACTS 

HORIZONTAL 
OTHERNESS 

Equality 

Specificity (who) 

Reflectivity 

VERTICAL 
OTHERNESS 

Instrumentality 

Attribute (what) 

Predictability 

VS 

•  Distinction is about the type of otherness at play: 
if on horizontal/plural or vertical/instrumental mode 

•  Agents equipped with satiety and whose identity is 
inherently relational (not reducible to their attributes) 

•  Non-trivial applications: 
•  Taylorism and its derivatives is artefactualising 

humans: seeking control! 
•  Member States in the EU are agents to each 

other: experiencing the "calamities of action"! 



Policy-making in post-
modernity 
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Control	
  

Obedience	
  

Plurality 
Innovation 

Natality 
Hyperconnected 

nature 



The relational self 

Free and disembodied? 

NO! 

Free AND Social 
Agent in plurality 

-With interdependance of identity  and interactions 
thanks to the "daemon character" of identity  
-Experiencing freedom is engaging in plurality with 
speech and action. 

Social and enrollable? 



Transparency 
Control 
Ownership 

Fairness 

Respect 

Avoid fooling! 

Pre-digital:  regulated & 
  socially managed 

Digital?  need for a  
  new literacy 

Meaningful consent 

Notably: "2nd party only" or "3rd parties 
also" 

Notice of profiling/IP tracking 

environment "made up for me" or not? 

Examples 

Becoming a digitally literate society 

Fairness 



-Joint attention: the fluid enabling plurality  
-Protect joint attention so that we can remain 
agents, ie engage in relationship with each other 
on a plurality mode, and not on a functionality 
mode. 

Attention part of integrity (article 3)? 

Nurture and cherish attention 



Hyperconnectivity is a societal paradigmatic shift 

•  Radical changes reality-wise and concept-wise 
• Need to think and reframe to overcome polarisation between 

"blind" confidence in innovation vs "enlightened" activism. 
http://ec.europa.eu/digital-agenda/en/onlife-initiative 

RRI and DSSH in H2020 (EU-funded research)  
•  SSH more than "airbags" or "watch dogs" of technological 

development! Shaping and redescription power. 
•  Beyond both deconstruction and constructivism! 



H2020 

ICT 

SSH/
RRI 

SSH	
  distributed	
  
in	
  ICT…	
  

WP14-­‐15:	
  	
  
first	
  step	
  to	
  walk	
  the	
  talk!	
  



Mainstreaming? 

Organic approach! 

Walking the Talk:  
From WP 14-15 to effective responsible 

research and innovation 



Hub LEIT	
  –	
  EXC	
  –	
  SCs	
  1,	
  3,	
  4	
  &	
  7	
  

PHC	
  19,	
  20,	
  25,	
  26,	
  27,	
  28,	
  30	
  &	
  34;	
  HCO	
  1	
  &	
  2;	
  EE	
  11;	
  LCE	
  7;	
  SCC	
  1,	
  2,	
  3,	
  4	
  &	
  
5;	
  MG	
  3.5	
  &	
  3.6;	
  GV	
  8;	
  EURO	
  6;	
  YOUNG	
  5;	
  INSO	
  1	
  &	
  6;	
  REFLECTIVE	
  6	
  &	
  7;	
  	
  
DS	
  1,2,	
  4,	
  5	
  &	
  6	
  	
  EINFRA	
  1	
  &	
  5;	
  FETOPEN	
  1,	
  2	
  &	
  3;	
  ICT	
  5,	
  15,	
  21,	
  22	
  &	
  39	
  

ICT	
  1,	
  2,	
  7,	
  14	
  &	
  24;	
  EINFRA	
  9;	
  
INFRASUPP	
  7;	
  PHC	
  29	
  &	
  WASTE	
  4	
  	
  

ICT	
  10	
  
FETPROACT	
  1	
  &	
  2	
  

ICT	
  31	
  

Mainstreaming	
  (dedicated)	
  

Mainstreaming	
  (embedded)	
  

Intensive	
  

The	
  Hub	
  

Baseline	
  

Go to for http://bit.ly/21Jan14 for more detail 



Organic approach 
across ICT-
WP14-15! 

ICT31? 



Thank you for your attention! 


