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CAPS2014 praised by the audience (Brussels – July 1-2, 2014) 
 

The first international event devoted to CAPS (Collective Awareness Platforms for 
Sustainability and Social Innovation), CAPS2014, took place in Brussels, on July 1-2  

 

This two-day event was attended by about 300 key stakeholders from all over Europe 
and beyond, including European Commission (EC) officials, institutions, NGOs, 
national and international companies, SMEs, academia and research institutes 
representatives. 

 

On July 1st, the CAPS OFF part of the event was held in the very creative venue of 
The Egg located in the city centre and featured during the day thirteen workshops, 
presentations and an exibition, runned by either CAPS projects or grassroots 
initiatives addressing the following topics:  

 

 Collective intelligence tools for online communities (CATALYST) 

 A new Era of Movement Organizing: Using APIs to Track and Motivate the 
Grassroots (Code for America) 

 Networked individualism (EINS) 

 Driving Capital to Impact (Solve) 

 Impact4you: hands-on-session (IA4SI) 

 Citizens’ Say: have your say! (SciCafé 2.0) 

 Art Practices in CAPS (ICT ART CONNECT.study & CRe-AM) 

 CAPS & IoT: Towards system design 

 P2P Food Lab: alternative food production chains 

 CHEST finances Digital Social Innovation 

 Social Renaissance: challenging inequality through impact innovation (TOPix & 
SocialFare) 

 Synergies between FI-PPP and CAPS 

 Exhibition: Drawing Collective Awareness Platforms 

 Living Labs and CAPS 

 

The day ended with both a matchmaking session during which participants were 
invited to thematic speed networking, and a BarCamp, that allowed the public to 
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share their knowledge with the rest of the attendees. This session was a success, 
welcoming more than 20 speakers from the attendees having registered the same 
day to deliver dynamic presentations about their own initiatives.  

 

On July 2, the CAPS2014 Conference part, held at the European Commission, 
provided participants with an overview of current projects and initiatives, and with 
detailed information of the upcoming CAPS Call under Horizon 2020. Moreover, 
representatives of different EC Units introduced different initiatives related to social 
innovation and engaged in a dialogue with the audience. From Robert Madelin 
opening address to Mario Campolargo’s closing one, big expectations and support 
have been driven into the CAPS programme. The Conference was also the occasion 
to publish the first CAPS handbook, produced through a book sprint by members of 
ongoing CAPS projects.  
 

Event background 
 

CAPS2014 was the first edition of the two conferences to be organised by the 
CAPS2020 project, under the aegis of the European Commission DG CONNECT. A 
first group of CAPS pilots have been launched with the support of the European 
Commission in 2013 (following FP7 Call 10) and various CAPS initiatives have been 
emerging, day after day, in Europe and other parts of the world. A second Call is 
foreseen with the Horizon 2020 EU research programme, opening in September 
2014. In this context of emergence and diversity, and in view of the forthcoming Call, 
it was important to organise an international event focusing on CAPS in continuity 
with the “1st dialogue on platforms for collective awareness and action” held at the 
EC in September 2011. 

CAPS2014 provided existing projects and initiatives with an opportunity to discuss 
their impact, increase their visibility, develop synergies and roadmaps and liaise with 
any interested stakeholders coming from the wide range of fields linked to CAPS. 

 

Event main outputs 
 

While impossible to summarise two days of active discussions, the following are 
among the main issues that came under the spotlight during this very successful 
event: 

 CAPS2014 allowed synergies among the already existing CAPS projects and 
grassroots initiatives or communities interested in the developments 
undertaken by the projects or the planed Calls  

 CAPS2014 succeeded in creating a bridge between the European projects 
and grassroots initiatives to undertaken common work and provide a bottom-
up feedback on the ongoing activities 

 CAPS2014 opened the CAPS domain to new actors, proving insightful 
information about the activities, the expected outputs and the expectations of 
the European Commission for the next Call under H2020.  

 

CAPS2014 resulted in a general agreement among the participants on the valuable 
insights that were availed on the current CAPS projects and the planned call for 
CAPS under Horizon 2020. The event participatory design provided a great 



opportunity for delegates to network with key players from the field, to share 
experiences with experts and to build new friendships and partnerships. By the end 
of the event, all left in a positive manner, believing that considerable opportunities for 
collaboration lie ahead of them through the on-going partnership and, inter alia, 
facilitated by the launch of H2020. 

 
Useful links… 

 Event page (http://caps-conference.eu/) 
 Event proceedings (http://bit.ly/UeR9vf) 
 Storify (http://bit.ly/1mndXj8) 
 CAPS handbook (http://bit.ly/UeRqyd) 

 
@CAPS2020EU 
#CAPS14EU 
 
You enjoyed it or regret you couldn’t join the 2014 edition? We will come back very 
soon. Stay tuned for CAPS2015! 
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