
Funding Digital Social 
Innovations

€2.5 Million for your ideas



What is CHEST? 
•  A European project funded by the EU 

commission to support the development of digital 
innovations for societal challenges 

•  Building an ecosystem of innovators, social 
sector experts and organisations, research & 
technology enablers, social enterpreneurs 

•  A funding budget of € 2.5 Million for digital-based 
innovations addressing societal challenges. 
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What is CHEST? 
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The goals of CHEST 
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•  Funding and supporting about 60 projects in 
in the fields of Digital Social Innovation 

•  Supporting transformation of the ideas into 
viable social initiatives, leveraging synergies 
among themselves as well as with other 
CAPS initiatives 

•  Assessing the impact of the selected projects 
through the Social Reporting Standard 

•  Investigating Best-Practices for the 
processes of “Open Social Innovation” as 
well as Selection, Funding, Supporting and 
Monitoring of Digital Social Innovations 



The CHEST-approach 

The funding budget of € 2.5 Million will 
be allocated through 3 open calls: 
1.  Call 1 – Call for Ideas  

30 ideas – € 6.000 
2.  Call 2 – Call for Partners 

up to 5 projects – € 150.000  
3.  Call 3 – Call for Applications 

up to 25 prototypes – € 60.000 
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Schedule 

1.  Call 1 – Call for Ideas  
Submission: Jan 31st – May 31st  
Winning ideas: July 15th  

2.  Call 2 – Call for Partners 
Submission: Mar 31st – May 31st  
Invitations to negotiation: July 15th  

3.  Call 3 – Call for Applications 
Submission: Jul 31st – Sep 31th  
Winning proposals: Nov 15th   
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Fields of exploration 

1.  Participatory / crowd-sourced model 
of “Open Social Innovation” 

–  Esp. crowd-based evaluation 

 
2.  Assessment, monitoring and 

evaluation of Social Impact 
–  For EU-funded projects 
–  Transferabillity to other EU schemes 
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The participatory Approach of Call 1 
Thats my Tag 
That's my Tag was born out of a lost piece of Luggage! My history in insurance claims highlighted 
the lack of traceability of peoples belongings. So I set out to create a safe free registration service 
to return found lost items to rightful owners. 

The Challenge 
Things are lost everyday, in 2013 the cost to airlines was $2.3 billion for lost luggage (report is here http://
goo.gl/raAKfB ), the reason it's lost, it's not identifiable! the challenge was to create a simple & secure way 
". 

The Solution 
It was an airline losing my suit case that was the driver for "That's My Tag", but it quickly crossed that 
boarder, I soon realized that the secure tagging system that I developed could be applied to any item in 
any environment. When you register on "That's My Tag ". 

Target group and social impact 
If our life time we have all lost something, be it mislaid or stolen! It can have devastating effects on many 
people, you only have to visit lost property auctions to understand the scale of this problem ". 

Competences of the applicant 
Having Started and run a number of businesses, from disaster recovery in the insurance industry to 
franchising our own business, after a number of years of forced sabbatical due to a spinal issue and a 
major operation ". 

Social category: 
•  Civic Empowerment and 

Community Engagement 
Technology category: 
•  Data 
•  Mobile 
•  Social Software 
•  Other 

My opinion about this idea: 

Leave a 
comment: 



The participatory Approach of Call 1 
•  Crowd-based evaluation 



The participatory Approach of Call 1 

•  Simple web-form for idea submission: 
–  Idea outline 
– Societal challenge addressed 
– Solution proposed 
– Target group and impact 
– Competencies 
–  Image/video upload 

•  Community-based  
feedback and rating  
process 



The participatory Approach of Call 1 
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The participatory Approach of Call 3 
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Social Impact Assessment 

Beneficiaries of Call 2 and Call 3 will have 
to develop a SRS report describing: 
•  Subject (Social challenge) 
•  Activities and impact 
•  Organizational structure 
•  Stakeholders 
•  Finances 
 CHEST - Project No. 611333, Co-
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Findings from the Call for Ideas 

CHEST - Project No. 611333, Co-
financed by Framework Programme 7  15 

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 

Austria 
Finland 

Sweden 
Greece 

Portugal 
Romania 
Bulgaria 
Slovakia 

Switzerland 
France 

Montenegro 
Ireland 

Belgium 
Spain 
Israel 

UK 
Netherlands 

Germany 
Italy 

Country of provenance 

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 

SME 

Large 

Uni 

RO 

Public 

Other 

Not for Profit 

Individual 

Type of Applicant 



Findings from the Call for Ideas 
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Findings from the Call for Ideas 
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Findings from the Call for Partners 
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Findings from the Call for Partners 
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Findings from the Call for Partners 
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Examples from Calls 1 & 2 
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“Enhanced sight of firemen” 

The core of the innovation 
is a technology, integrated 
in a fireman’s helmet, that 
enhances the sight of 
firemen, enabling them to 
see victims hidden by 
smoke. This will speed up 
the rescue of fire victims 
and contributes to the 
safety of firemen. 



Examples from Calls 1 & 2 
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Non-trivial Pursuits 

The creation of a web tool 
for people living with 
dementia and their carers 
to improve wellbeing by 
supporting these people to 
engage in a range of 
activities (social, creative, 
spiritual, intellectual, 
physical) according to each 
person’s needs. 



Examples from Calls 1 & 2 
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iSignIT 

Communication App for the 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
Providing an innovative, 
multilingual mobile 
translation tool specifically 
aimed at patients who are 
deaf or hard of hearing. 
This tool has the purpose 
of helping patients and 
medical personnel by 
simplifying communication. 



Examples from Calls 1 & 2 

24 

Mapping Sunlight Exposure using Mobile Phones 

Prolonged under- or over-
exposure to sunlight can 
cause chronic diseases, 
which can significantly 
lower economic 
effectiveness and cause 
physical and mental 
distress. This project aims 
to use mobile phones to 
map individual sunlight 
exposure. 



Examples from Calls 1 & 2 
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Onlinedorp (Onlinevillage) 

Due to the rise of internet 
shopping, local shops 
(especially in contraction 
regions) are having trouble 
to survive. This online 
platform offers an 
opportunity for 
shopkeepers and 
municipalities to 
collectively give a boost to 
local shopping. 



Call 3: Call for Applications  
(Prototypes) 

•  Standardized word application form to be 
submitted via email 

•  Submission: Jul 31st until Sep 30th 

•  Evaluation by a pool of experts based on 
an elaborated scorecard rating: 
– Excellence 
–  Impact 
–  Implementation 

•  Selection of 20 winning proposals (Nov 15) 
•  Financial contribution of up to € 60.000 
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Call 3: Expectations on submissions  

•  To advance an innovative idea through:  
–  the development of a prototype/

demonstrator of a technologically 
innovative product, service or process 
addressing a societal challenge 

–  trials and testing of the prototype with 
target users 

– development of a business plan indicating 
routes for exploitation 
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Call 3: Lessons for applicants from Call 2 

•  Clearly articulate how your proposal 
fits to the CHEST vision of Digital 
Social Innovations  
– Open solutions 
– Participatory approaches 
 

•  Clearly define your target group and 
how your proposal will address it 
– How is the target group involved in the 

innovation process?  
– Active participants – not merely “users” 
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Call 3: Lessons for applicants from Call 2 

•  Demonstrate that you are capable of 
implementing the proposed innovation 
– Do you have all the necessary skills / 

competences  
– Can you really do it alone? 
– How are you reaching the target group? 
– Partnerships 
 

•  Precisely articulate the impact you are 
aiming for and how you will achieve it 
– What is the European dimension? 

29 


